Moving your iTunes Library

Moving your iTunes Library
(and backing it up - covered at the end)

One way to free up space on your computer's internal hard drive is to move iTunes to an external
disk, but moving iTunes is not as simple as moving iPhoto or other kinds of data.

The first thing you need to know is where the iTunes Library is located. It is in Home/Music/iTunes
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Now here is tricky part #1.

The actual music is in the folder iTunes Music, which is sometimes confusingly referred to as the
iTunes Library. It's confusing because there is another file actually named "iTunes Library", but it
doesn't contain any music, video, or other content. Is really just a database file that helps manage
the contents of iTunes.

The only item you want to move to another location such as an external disk, is the iTunes
Music Folder. That's just fine, because this is the folder that takes up 98% of the space that
iTunes requires on your computer. iTunes expects to find all of the other files and folders in the
iTunes folder in Home/Music. In fact, if you move them or move the whole iTunes folder off the
startup disk, iTunes will not find it and will create new copies that don't link to any data. It will look
like you lost all of your iTunes music, podcasts, etc.

Bottom Line: only move the iTunes Music folder. But don't move it yet.
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Tricky part #2.

It is possible that some of the music in your iTunes is not in the iTunes Music Folder. It is unlikely for
most of you, because the iTunes Music folder is the default. However, that can be changed in
iITunes/Preferences/Advanced.

Advanced
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General Playback Sharing Store Parental Devices Advanced

iTunes Media folder location

T T—
/Users/peter/Music/iTunes/iTunes Music Change...

| ——————m—
( Reset

If this box was unchecked at any time ™ Keep iTunes Media folder organized
g g Places files into album and artist folders, and names the files based on
that you |mp0rted mUS|C, then that the disc number, track number, and the song title.

music will be p|ayed by iTuneS’ but it " M Copy fies to iTunes Media folder when adding to library
will reside in whatever location you
imported it from.

Streaming Buffer Size: | Medium 4]

-

Use iTunes for Internet playback: | )

Set

. . - . N\
Reset all dialog warnings: [ Reset warnings )
N

For most of you, you want to keep ———
th|S Checked as We" as the bOX Reset iTunes Store cache: ([ Reset cache )
above it.

") Keep Mini Player on top of all other windows
[ Keep movie window on top of all other windows

[ Display visualizer full screen

Just to be safe we are going to Consolidate our library before moving it so everything is in the

ITunes Music folder. 'm Edit View Controls Store Advanced Window %
. New Playlist 3N
: New Playlist Folder [
| New Smart Playlist... N #N

Close Window ®W 5anion's News from Lake Wobegon
s from Lake Wobegon
Add to Library... #¥0

) —

Back Up to Disc...

In iTunes choose Export Library...

File/Library/Organize Library Import Playlist...

Export Playlist...

1as's Fauna Fight Against Europe...

Page Setup...
Print... 8P
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@ Consolidate files

Puts copies of all media files used by iTunes in the iTunes Music folder,
and leaves the original files in their current locations.

Click Consolidate files, then
click OK. Wait until the process
is finished. (If you don't have
any files elsewhere, nothing =

. | Reorganize files in the folder “iTunes Music”
will appear to happen.)

Creates subfolders (Music, Movies, TV Shows, Podcasts, Audiobooks, and
so on) within the iTunes media folder specified in iTunes Advanced
preferences. All media files imported into iTunes are placed in the
appropriate subfolders. Files and folders not imported into iTunes remain
in their current locations.

( Cancel ) ( OK )

Organize Library

[ Consolidate files
Puts copies of all media files used by iTunes in the iTunes Music folder,

Go back to File/Library/ and leaves the original files in their current locations.

Organize Library and click

Reorganize files, then click (V] Reorganize files in the folder “iTunes Music”

OK. Wait until the process is Creates subfolders (Music, Movies, TV Shows, Podcasts, Audiobooks, and
.. so on) within the iTunes media folder specified in iTunes Advanced

finished. preferences. All media files imported into iTunes are placed in the

appropriate subfolders. Files and folders not imported into iTunes remain

in their current locations.
( Cancel ) ( OK )

NOW we are ready to move our iTunes data.

P.30f8



Moving your iTunes Library Peter DeGroot 2/19/11

Open a finder window and navigate to Home/Music/iTunes/iTunes Music
0o []iTunes Music
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¥ PLACES {8 Movies ~ || &2 Temp Input Music = ® 1 Mobile Applications » (I Andante cantabile '
/N Applications (@ Music » & U0 Unprot AAC backup ¢ [ Previous ...Libraries ~ (1 Andres S... Williams »
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Open a new finder window (Command-N) and °

navigate to where you want your iTunes data. Now drag the iTunes Music
. folder to the new location.
®eno 7 Additional Data ,° = A copy will be created

there. It may take some
time to copy if your iTunes
¥ DEVICES m - Deskgp » library is large.
Q Video Working Disk 1
=1 iMac Time Machine
Fd video Project Back...
'Y Video Archive

L oo A .

|3 1>

L | 2| 2
</l

= © @& ®

General Playback Sharing Store Parental Devices = Advanced

iTunes Media folder location

/Users/peter/Music/iTunes/iTunes Music m
.
L Next, go to iTunes/Preferences/Advanced
o G ar ok by s e and click on Change next to ITunes Media
™ Copy files to iTunes Media folder when adding to library fOIder |Ocat|0n .

Streaming Buffer Size: | Medium B‘
Use iTunes for Internet playback:
Reset all dialog warnings:

Reset iTunes Store cache:

"] Keep Mini Player on top of all other windows

[ Keep movie window on top of all other windows

"] Display visualizer full screen
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OO Change iTunes Media Folder Location
[«|»] 32 §1I]II) [ (] iTunes Music ﬂ Q
DEVICES (] Desktop » [ Apple Inc_ v
(& peters iMac (3 Automati... to iTunes
. . | Video Working Disk & (] Books :
In the window that pops up, navigate to FL; s B —
the new location, then click Choose N A (] Downloads
= (] Garrison Keillor
Video Project Bac... & G Iris Dement ,
¥ Video Archive = (] Keola Beamer
. PBD iMac HD (1] Misty River "
. iPhoto Libs (backed Up) (L] Mobile Applications
I SuperDuper A (1] Movies C
(] Music \
SiA:;EDM, : (] Podcasts
sl (] Ringtones "
Bl Myris laptop a . [ Tom Mag...Magliozzi 1
PLACES o —_— e BRI
H n ; £ New Eolder
There will be an "Updating the new (_New Folder ) (_Cancel ) (_Choose )

library" window on the screen for
several seconds,

Would you like iTunes to move and rename the files in
your new iTunes Media folder to match the “Keep iTunes

then you will get this window. Click Yes. Media folder organized” preference?

( No ) (Yes)

Advanced

EH o LEw @ ©

General Playback Sharing Store Parental Devices Advanced

iTunes Media folder location
[Users/peter/Music/iTunes/iTunes Music (_Change...

( Reset )

™ Keep iTunes Media folder organized

Places files into album and artist folders, and names the files based on
the disc number, track number, and the song title.

™ Copy files to iTunes Media folder when adding to library

Streaming Buffer Size: [ Medium |4 J

Use iTunes for Internet playback: Set
T ———

F|na"y, C||Ck OK at the bottom Of the :eset:l'l dialosg warnin:s: ( Reset warnings )
. eset iTunes Store cache:
Preferences/Advanced window.

( Reset cache

"] Keep Mini Player on top of all other windows
"] Keep movie window on top of all other windows

"] Display visualizer full screen

@ (G

Now test your new library by quitting iTunes and launching it again. If everything seems OK, you
can delete the old iTunes Music folder to free up some space. But you may not want to do that
before you make a backup. See the next page.
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Backing up the iTunes Library

After you move the iTunes Music folder to an external drive it is normally no longer backed up by
Time Machine because by default, external hard drives are excluded from Time Machine backups.

One alternative is to set Time Machine so it does back up the new location.

Right-click (control-click) on Time o
H . O Time Machine
Machine in the dock and choose (<] 5
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Open Time Machine Preferences...
qv \ Name: iMac Time Machine
‘ = \ Available: 167.53 GB of 800.2 GB

Oldest Backup: May 24, 2010

selectDisks Latest Backup: Today, 4:28 PM

Then click on Options...

Options... Next Backup: Today, 5:09 PM

Time Machine Time Machine keeps:
« Hourly backups for the past 24 hours
« Daily backups for the past month

« Weekly backups for all previous months
OFF ‘ ON
The oldest backups are deleted when your disk becomes full.
@ Show Time Machine status in the menu bar

U
d Click the lock to prevent further changes. ®

Exclude these items from backups:

In the exclusion list that pops up, B iMac Time Machine 632.66 GB
select the external disk on which the S b rerts
new iTunes Music folder resides and ¥l Video Archive 377.87 CB
click the - sign at the bottom. 4 Video Project Backups | 194.67 GB

I Video Working Disk 107.1 GB

~/Desktop/**No TM Backup** 36.4 MB

If your Time Machine backup disk is ‘ ) ) _

) . + | - Estimated size of full backup: 151.36 GB
big enough to handle backing up the @@fy IRl
entire external disk on which the new g
iTunes Music folder resides, you are ©) (" Cancel ) ( Done
finished and can click Done at the
bottom of the window.

)

Most people will want to back up only the new iTunes Music folder. To do this, don't click
Done, but continue on the next page.
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Next click on the + sign
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Exclude these items from backups:
Bl iMac Time Machine 632.66 GB
_ iPhoto Libs (backed Up) 63.26 GB
¥ SuperDuper 162.94 GB
¥ Video Archive 377.87 GB
F2 video Project Backups | 194.67 GB
! Video Working Disk 107.1 GB
~/Desktop/**No TM Backup** 36.4 MB
+ | - Estimated size of full backup: 176.97 GB

@ Notify after old backups are deleted

In the window that pops up select the
appropriate disk, then the item(s) you
DO NOT want Time Machine to back
up. (Use Command-click to select
multiple items.) Then click Exclude.

@

N\ ' Y
( Cancel ) ( Done

A
v
m
aa
11

| D]]] | F2 Additional Data

Peters iMac | | L] iTunes Music

DEVICES E] 0 Desktop >

1 Vide... &
 hdd
El iMac... &
E vide... &
| vide... &
! PBD iMa...

_ iPhoto Li...

¥l Supe... & |,

y 4 1l
cuADEN

[} Show invisible items

Finally, click Done at the bottom of the exclusion list window.

(" Cancel ) ( Exclude )

Another way to make an iTunes Backup is to a set of DVDs. Unless your iTunes folder is
smaller than about 4.2 GB, you will need an application like Toast that can make backups that

span several DVDs.

Remember you need to back up both the iTunes Music folder, and the iTunes folder with all the
rest of the stuff in it. (If you haven't moved the iTunes Music folder you only need to back up

the whole iTunes folder.)

On the next page is an example of the Toast setup for creating a backup of my itunes library.
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® 00 Toast 9 Titanium
Mac Only 3546 items - 13.28 GB
n g 'S Name ¥, Size
B Eij % ‘o N v () iTunes 13.28 GB
- » [ Album Artwork 59 MB
Data [] iTunes Library 768 KB
E] iTunes Library Extras.itdb 40 KB
[“MacOnly @ [_E] iTunes Library Genius.itdb 32 KB
Mac & PC e » [ iTunes Media 4 KB
OVD-ROM (UDF) o > ([ iTunes Music 13.20 GB
O 50 e [E‘] iTunes Music Library.xml 3.5 MB
» (3] Mobile Applications 860 KB
TR o » [ Previous iTunes Libraries 15.3 MB
&\ Options

A 13.28 GB, spans approximately 4
\ %) pvDs

[ﬂ Avoid splitting files when spanning
[_] Compress Contents

) Encrypt Contents

("] Auto-open disc window

| More “ ‘,E‘ ‘7‘ ‘A,‘ ‘g‘ /
New Folder Add Remove Info Save As Disc Image

Dragging my iTunes folder from Home/Music to this window created the iTunes folder (with the
disk icon) and all of the files and folders within it except the iTunes Music folder. The iTunes Music
folder was then dragged separately from the external hard drive on which it resides to the iTunes
folder in the window above. This backup will take 4 single-layer DVDs.
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