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There have been several changes to Onyx, the highly regarded (five stars in VersionTracker) Mac OS
maintenance, optimization and system personalization tool, since we last discussed it about 2 years

ago. (http://www.ashmug.com/Page.asp?NavID=9)

| run Onyx every few months as a "tune up", and whenever | have slow performance or unexpected
behavior on my computer. It doesn't fix everything, but it cures many problems of this sort.

On the downside, it has gotten slower since the OS 10.4 (Tiger) version. The OS 10.5 (Leopard) and
OS 10.6 (Snow Leopard) versions take a lot more time to run - a half an hour or more.

However, there is a lot more good news:
-It is simpler to use
-It does more
-Onyx Help has been expanded to include very clear descriptions of what each option does

After downloading and installing the appropriate version (http:/www.titanium.free.fr/pgs/english.html),
here is how to get started.

When you launch Onykx, this is the first screen you will see.
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OnyX Verify Maintenance Cleaning Utilities Automation Parameters Info Log

Checking the S.M.A.R.T. status

It's recommended that you regularly verify the
S.M.A.R.T. status of the disk. This operation lasts
only a few seconds. It can be disabled in the OnyX
preferences.

( Cancel ) ( Continue )

S.M.A.R.T. stands for Self-Monitoring, Analysis and Reporting Technology. It is a sort of Check Engine
Light for the hard drive. Not all hard drives have this technology, but click Continue anyway, it only
takes a few seconds.
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The next screen will be

'oo - o

Verifying startup volume

Before running Maintenance or Cleaning tasks, we
recommend allowing Onyx to Verify the Startup Disk.

As some processes can affect the results, Onyx will
quit all applications (please remember to save your
work!).

During the verification, you may see the Spinning
Wheel, the Finder might slow down and your
computer might seem to be unresponsive (freeze).
This is normal. Please wait!

( Cancel ) ( Continue )

This may take up to a half an hour, but should be done. Note that onyx will quit all applications before
verification, so save your work.

If Onyx finds a problem with your hard drive, it will give you instructions for repairing it. (Usually
starting your computer from your system install DVD and running Disk First Aid.)

On the next screen you will have to enter your administrator password to continue.

OnyX requires that you type your password.

Password:

( Cancel ) 6—0&—9
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The next thing that will come up is the "Lawyer Screen" warning you to back up your data just in case
something goes wrong, and describing some things that you should and shouldn't do, and things that

Onyx can and can't do.
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@ Important Information
Here is some essential information that you must know before using OnyX.
Backup your data:
Before using OnyX, backup your data.
OnyX is not bug free, and no user is infallible. Back up your data using Time Machine or any third party backup utility.
Computer freezes:
OnyX cannot destroy the System.
If your computer freezes during the verification of the volume, you need not worry. This is an expected and normal behaviour! Once OnyX has
finished checking, control will be returned to you.
Personal data removed:
OnyX doesn't remove your personal data...
...but you must observe certain basic rules regarding the file system. MacOS X is a Unix based operating system and has a well defined
structure. Your data must be stored in your HOME directory, in the existing Folders, e.g. 'Documents’, 'Pictures’, 'Music', etc..., or in additional
Folders that you have previously created in your HOME directory. You should never store your documents or applications in folders that are
subordinated to the operating system, e.g. folders named 'Library’, 'System’, or in any of the subfolders of these folders.
Anybody can make a mistake, or handle data incorrectly...
Back un vour data reaulariv!

If you get tired of seeing this every time you run Onyx, this page also tells you how you can disable it

in Onyx Preferences.

The next screen gets you to the main options screen which is similar to the one you got to directly in

the previous versions of Onyx.
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The good news here is that everything you need to do routinely is now included under Automation.

800 : N ~ onpx

e

The functions shown above are the defaults, and are safe to use. Some of the others can have
unintended consequences and you should read about them in Onyx Help (see p. 5) before using
them.

The only change | usually
make is to uncheck "Recent
items and Web Browser
History". | find a better way for
keeping it from getting too

Default web browser: | & Safari (4.0.3) 3 large and slowing down Safari
is to go to Safari/Preferences/
New windows open with: | Empty Page re General and limit it to a month

or less

New tabs open with: [ Empty Page ﬁ

Home page: hup:llwww.wundegroundscomfl_cg_ﬂ

( Set to Current Page )

<_Remove history items: | After one month
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Generally there is no need to go into Cleaning or Maintenance unless you have a specific problem to
address. And unless you are a very advanced user, stay away from Ultilities altogether! There
are many, many options in Cleaning and Maintenance, some of which can get you into trouble. If you
are going to use any of them, consult the extensive Onyx Help first and be sure you know exactly
what will happen. You can search in the Help search box for the specific item you are considering

using.

1000 OnyX Help

|

. ‘/\\) OnyX Help

|  About OnyX
Find out all you can do with OnyX

A‘> {u\v #v

Important Information
| Here is some important information that you must absolutely know before using
| OnyX.

Solving,problems
| Ifyoun help solving a problem you're having, you'll find solutions here.

I OO0 0
MR- SRE -2

Home

@ Automation

There |S also a useful SeCtlon The Automation panel is divided into three sections and regroups the main functions of maintenance and cleaning.

in Help for solving a few
specific problems.

Maintenance:

= Repair Permissions
. = Run Maintenance Scripts
.

.

Rebuild:

= LaunchServices

“ » Q - # A = Display the content of folders

= dyld's shared cache
Home
= Spotlight Index

= Mail's Envelope Index

@ Solving problems

Cleaning:
® Password refused = System Cache

= User Cache

MORE INFORMATION...
Verify

Maintenance

Cleaning

Utilities

»\u(omat.xon

Parametets

Log

Preferences...

Index

.
.
.
Owyxw

® Erro ] Ol = Fonts Cache
= Logs and CrashReporter
& Error C kKing the S.N
= Temporary Items
= Recent Items and Web Browser History

® Problem with the "Open with” contey
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A very powerful part of Onyx is the Parameters section. This allows you to customize many, many
appearance and function aspects of OS X and the applications Safari, Quicktime and iTunes.

Here are the options for the
Finder, for example.

To get to this section quickly, just
cancel the S.M.A.R.T. check and
the hard drive verification when
you start up Onyx.

General | Finder | Dock QuickTime  Safari iTunes Login  Spotlight  Misc

Most of these will not get you into
any trouble, that is, you can
always just go back into Onyx and
change them back if you don't like
what they do.

UL L (el (<l (<

5
=
=
-

Restore Defaults

The ones that can get you
into trouble are flagged
with a warning.




